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Custom, which is all but
inexorable, demands from the
author of a book, a few prefatory
words to introduce his bantling to
the world; and it would be
ungracious to regret the
opportunity to sa) a few last
words by way of a beginning. The
preface to a book, like the
prologue to a play, must be
written after the work is otherwise
complete; and it is pleasant to
realize that the promises of long
ago are within a few days of
fulfillment in the publication of
this volume. The story of a blind
mans life will not, I trust, be
found dull and uninteresting, for
as Tennyson says, I am a part of
all that I have seen; and that may
be supplemented with the words
of Hamlet, Tn my minds eye,
Horatio. The gold fields of
Australia and the peculiarities of
its population; the perils of
Chinese navigation, the great fire
in Chicago in some of its phases,
some of the dangers from
American monopolists and
ratteners, and many questions of
social importance which more or
less immediately affect the blind,
have been woven into the web of
this tale. Beyond the hackneyed
round of autobiography I have
ventured to give brief sketches of
the history IX.(Typographical
errors above are due to OCR
software and dont occur in the
book.)About the Publisher
Forgotten Books is a publisher of
historical writings, such as:
Philosophy, Classics, Science,
Religion, History, Folklore and
Mythology.Forgotten Books
Classic Reprint Series utilizes the
latest technology to regenerate
facsimiles of historically
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important writings. Careful
attention has been made to
accurately preserve the original
format of each page whilst
digitally enhancing the aged text.
Read books online for free at
www.forgottenbooks.org
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