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Since its inception in the seventh
century, the pilgrimage to Mecca,
or the Hagjj, has been the central
theme in a large body of Islamic
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: < the European Renaissance, it has

Rﬁ‘{ds L2 2 also been the subject for a handful
ccca of adventurous writers from the
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pRIchacl AWolte o forbidden to non-Muslims. One

Reza Aslan  _JiES ~ Thousand Roads to Mecca
o B collects significant works by
observant travel writers from the
East and West over the last ten
centuries. The two very different
literary traditions form distinct
sides of a spirited conversation in
which Mecca is the common
destination and Isdam the
common subject of
inquiry.Excerpted works include
travel narratives by Ibn Jubayr,
Ibn Battuta, J. L. Burckhardt,
Richard Burton, the Begum of
Bhopal, John Keene, Winifred
Stegar, Muhammad Asad, Harry
St. John Philby, Lady Evelyn
Cobbald, Jaa Al-e Ahmad,
Malcolm X, and Michael Wolfe.
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