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=IFf everybody on the planatl read thiz book,
fhe world would be 5 befter place =

ORI N 7O R EWaRD In this landmark work, Paul Kurtz
examines the reasons why people
accept supernatural and

P AU L paranormal belief systemsin spite
of substantial evidence to the

contrary. According to Kurtz, it is

B I l R I Z because there is within the human
species a deeply rooted tendency

toward magica thinkinga€’the
aEadranscendental
temptation&€E«&€” which
undermines critical judgment and
paves the way for willful beliefs.
Kurtz explores in detail the three
major monotheistic
religions&€” Judaism, Christianity,
and Idamé&€’finding  striking

i e e = psychological and sociologica
paralels between these religions,
the spiritualism of the nineteenth
century, and the paranormal belief
systems of today. This acclaimed
and controversia book includes
sections on mysticism, belief in
the afterlife, the existence of God,
reincarnation, astrology, and
ufology. Kurtz concludes by
explaining and advocating
rational skepticism as an antidote
to belief in the transcendental .
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